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AN ACT 

To provide for the support of the privilege of Free SuflFrage 
during the continuance of the War. 



Approved April !» 1864. 



The People of the State of California^ represented in Senate and Assembly, do 

enact as folhws : 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Adjutant-General of the State, 
on or before the second Tuesday of June, A. D. eighteen hundred and 
sixty-four, and on the second Tuesday of June in each and every year 
thereafter during the continuance of our National War, to make a list, 
as nearly perfect as practicable, of the names of all the electors resident 
of the State of California who shall then be in the military service of 
the United 'States, which names shall be arranged in alphabetical order; 
and said list shall give the rank of each of said electors in said service ; 
if a regimental or staff officer, the number of the regiment to which he 
is attached, and if a line or non-commissioned officer, musician, or pri- 
vate, the number of the regiment, battalion, squadron of cavalry, or bat- 
tery, and the letter of the company in inch, regiment, squadron,^ or bat- 
talion, to which he belongs, and also the county of his residence in this 
State; said list shall be delivered by the Adjutant-General to the Secre- 
tary of State on or before the said second Tuesday of June-, A. D. eigh- 
teen hundred and sixty-four, and on the second Tuesday of June of each 
and every year thereafter during the continuance of the war. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of State shall classify and arrange the list 
returned to him as aforesaid, and shall make therefrom separate lists of 
the electors belonging to each regiment, battalion, squadron, and battery 
from this State, which shall then be in the service of the United States, 
and shall, on or before the fourth Tuesday of June, A. D. one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-four, and on the same day of each and every 
year thereafter, transmit, by mail or otherwise, to the commanding 
officer of each regiment, battalion, squadron, and battery, as aforesaid^ ^ 
list of electors belonging thereto, which shall sped^y \^\^w«AXi^^^^«v^^\^^^^ 
and rank of each elector, and the company to v7\\\c\i\iQ> \i^\Qw^^^'"v^ ^^1 - 

1//.. ...^..'c Vt^=V><^«v^\'^'^ 



and also, the county, Congressional, Senatorial, and Assembly Districts, 
for oflScers of which each of said electors is by this Act entitled to vote. 

Sec. 3. In case any regiment in the field shall be divided and station- 
ed in different places or localities, the commanding officer of such regi- 
ment shall, upon receiving from the Secretary of State the list of electors 
in the regiment under his command, forthwith transmit to the officer 
having for the time being a portion or detachment of such regiment 
under his command, a list of the electors belonging to said detachment 
or portion of said regiment, which said list shall be a transcript of said 
list furnished by the Secretary, so %r as relates to the electors to be em- 
braced therein, and shall be certified by the commanding officer of said 
regiment. 

Sec. 4. Op th^ day fixed by law for holding the State election, and 
also for choosing Electors of President and Yice President of the United 
States, for the year A. D. eighteen hundred and sixty-four, and for every 
general election thereafter, during the war in which the National Govern- 
ment is now engaged, a ballot box, or other suitable receptacle for votes, 
shall bo opened, and votes received from the electors whose names are 
upon said list, at each place where a regiment, detachment of a regiment, 
a battalion, squadron, or battery of California soldiers in the service of 
the United States may be on that day, at which time and place the elect- 
ors belonging to such regiment, detachment, squadron, or battery, shall 
be entitled to vote for the following named officers, viz : 

First — For members of the Legislature; 

Second — For members of Congress; 

Third — For Presidential Electors ; and for which, by reason of their 
residence in the several counties and districts of this State they are 
authorized to vote, as fully as they would be authorized to vote at elec- 
tions in the several counties or districts in which they reside ; and the 
vote so given by such electors at such time and place shall be considered, 
taken, and held to have been given by them in the respective counties of 
which they are residents. Such ballot box or other receptacle for votes 
shall be opened and such votes received under the supervision and charge 
of the three highest or senior officers in command of such regiment, de- 
tachment, squadron, or battery, in which shall be deposited by said elect- 
ors ballots for all officers for whom, under the provisions of this Act, 
they are entitled to vote, which ballots shall have the name and office of 
the persons voted for fairly written or printed on one piece of paper. 
The name of each elector voting as aforesaid shall be checked at the time 
of voting by one of the officers having charge of the ballot box as afore- 
said upon the list furnished, and the officers receiving said votes shall 
exercise due care and diligence to prevent any soldier voting by mistake 
for any officer except such as he is entitled to vote for; but no oflicer 
shall open or examine any ballot before the same shall be deposited in the 
ballot box. .Said election shall be opened, if practicable, at nine o'clock 
in the morning of said day, or, if not then, at such hour in said day as 
may be agreed upon by the officers whose duty it is to open the same, and 
shall remain open a sufficient length of time to enable the electors be- 
longing to said regiment, detachment, battalion, squadron, or battery, 
to vote, and one hour's notice shall be publicly given by the commanding 
officers before closing said elocLion; and when said election shall have 
been closed the veto shall be, as sotii as ptssible thereafter, counted by 
tlie o£^aera having charge of said ballot box, or persons by them appoint- 
ed/ and the senior officer in command of such regiment, battalion, or 



squadron, as the case may be, before opening said election, shall admin- 
ister to the officers conducting said election the following oath, to wit: 

" You do solemnly swear, that you will support the Constitution of the 
United States and the State of California, and discharge the duties of 
of this election to the best of your ability ; so help you God." 

Sec. 5. When such votes shall have been counted, all the ballots cast, 
together with the voting list, checked as aforesaid, shall bo sealed up by 
the commanding officer, and by him, on the day succeeding the day of 
election, transmitted, by mail or otherwise, to the Secretary of State at 
Sacramento, and said commanding officer shall also make out and certify 
duplicate returns of votes given according to the forms hereinafter pre- 
scribed, seal up and forthwith transmit the same by separate conveyance 
to the Secretary of State, at Sacramento. 

Sec. 6. The form of return of votes to be made by the commanding 
officers to the Secretary of State shall be as follows, viz : 

" Eoturn of Soldiers votes in the (here insert the regiment, detachment, 
battalion, squadron, or battery.) I hereby certify that on the (here 
insert the day of the month and year in which such election was held,) 
the electors belonging to the (here insert the regiment, battalion, squad- 
ron, or battery,) cast the following number of votes, respectivel}'-, for the 
several persons hereinafter stated, for the officers designated, viz : For 
members of the Legislature, (names — number of votes for each person 
voted for, written in full and also in figures, against the names of each 
person.) For members of Congress, (names.) For Presidential Elect- 
ors, (names — number of votes as above)." 

Pursuing substantially the above form, specifying particularly each 
county or district for which votes are cast, and the names of the persona 
voted for, to which he shall append the following certificate, viz : 

**Attest : A B, Commanding officer of (regiment, detachment, battalion, 
squadron, or battery, as the case may be)." 

Said returns shall be made upon one piece of paper, or upon different 
pieces of paper connected or fastened together, and it is hereb}'- made the 
duty of the Secretary of State to prepare and furnish to the command- 
ing officer aforesaid proper and sufficient printed blanks for said returns. 

Sec. 7. Any commanding officer who shall neglect or refuse to make 
such return of votes as is provided in the fifth and sixth sections of this 
Act, or who shall make a false or fraudulent return of such votes, and 
any officer who shall, by command, threats, or promises of any advan- 
tage or preferment, or in any other improper manner, endeavor to con- 
trol or influence the vote of any soldier under his command or control, 
or in like manner endeavor to prevent or induce any soldier to refrain 
from voting for any particular candidate or candidates for whom such 
soldier has a right to vote, as provided by this Act, such officer shall for- 
feit, for every such offence, the sum of two hundred dollars, one half to 
him who shall prosecute to effect, and the other half to the Treasury of 
the county in which prosecution for said offence shall be commenced; 
and any act so committed shall be considered, taken, and held to have 
been committed by such officer within the jurisdicUoxi ot \Xi\^^\.^V'i.»^^^ 
such officer sbaJJ be liable to bo prosecuted for »\ie\i o^^xi^^ \i<i^Q^^ ^xi.'^ 
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Justice of the Peace in any county of this State, at any time within one 
year after such officer shall return to reside in this State ; and if satisfac- 
tory evidence shall be presented to the Governor of this State that any 
officer has been guilty of any of the offences specified in this Act, it shall 
be the duty of the Governor immediately to cause such evidence to be 
transmitted to the President of the United States, with the most urgent 
solicitations that the commission of such officer be revoked and his name 
stricken from the army roll. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State, upon the receipt 
of the votes given by the electors belonging to the regiments, detach- 
ments, battalions, squadrons, and batteries aforesaid, to transmit to the 
Clerks of the several counties of this State such portions of the returns 
of soldiers' votes as ho shall have received affecting the election of officers 
in their county or district; and the Secretary of State shall compare such 
returns of votes with the check list and the ballots which shall be return- 
ed to him as hereinbefore provided, to ascertain that no mistake has been 
made in the return of votes, and if any mistake shall clearly appear, he 
shall rectify the same ; and the several persons whose duty it is to can- 
vass the votes given for the above named officers, (except Presidential 
Electors,) are hereby directed to wait, before completing said canvass, 
until the last Monday of October, A. D. eighteen hundred and sixty-four, 
and every year thereafter; provided^ the Secretary of State shall canvass 
the votes for Presidential Electors before the first Wednesday in Decem- 
ber; and after being so canvassed by the Secretary of State, he shall 
transmit the same to the Clerks of the several counties to which they 
respectively belong, and it is hereby made their duty and they are direct- 
ed to count the votes aforesaid which have been returned in the manner 
herein prescribed. 

Sec. 1). The Secretary of State shall, in all cases where it is made his 
duty by law to canvass the votes and certify the election of any officer 
in this State, count and include the votes given by the electors belonging 
to the regiments, detachments, battalions, squadrons, and batteries afore- 
said, and returned in the manner herein prescribed. 

Sec 10. The Secretary of State shall, within ten days after the pas- 
sage of this Act, cause the same to be printed in two daily papers pub- 
lished in the State of California, and transmit a copy of each by mail to 
the County Clerk of the several counties in this State, and also, a copy 
of each by mail to each Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major, or com- 
manding officer of a California regiment then in the service of the United 
States. 

Sec. 11. The general provisions of the laws of the State of California 
relating to electors and elections, so far as the same are applicable, shall 
be pursued and complied with in the voting under this Act, and so far as 
the same are inconsistent herewith, they are, for the purposes of this 
Act, repealed. 

Sec. 12. All Acts or parts of Acts contravening the provisions of this 
Act are, for all the purposes of this Act, hereby repealed. 

Sec 13. This Act shall take effect and be in force from and after the 
date of its passage. 



AN ACT 

To divide the State into Congressional Districts, and fix the 
time to elect Representatives to Congress. 



Approved April 1, 1864. 



The People of the State of California^ represented in Senate and Assembly^ do 

enact as folhtos : 

Section 1. For the purpose of electing Eepresentatives to the Con- 
fess of the United States, the State is hereby divided into Districts, as 
Kfllows : 

Sec. 2. The Counties of San Diego, Los Angeles, San Bernardino, 
Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Tulare, Monterey, Fresno, Merced, 
Mariposa, Stanislaus, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, San Mateo, and San Fran- 
cisco, shall be the First District. 

Sec. 3. The Counties of Contra Costa, Alameda, San Joaquin, Tuol- 
umne, Mono, Calaveras, Amador, El Dorado, Sacramento, Placer, Neva- 
da, and Alpine, shall be the Second District. 

Sec. 4. The Countii^s of Marin, Sonoma, Napa, Lake, Solano, Yolo, 
Sutter, Yuba, Sierra, Butte, Plumas, Tehama, Colusa, Mendocino, Hum- 
boldt, Trinity, Shasta, Siskiyou, Klamath, and Del Norte, shall be the 
Third District. 

Sec. 5. At the election for Presidential Electors in the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-four, and every two years thereafter, tnere shall be' 
elected from each district, one Eepresentative to the Congress of the 
United States. 



General Headquarters — State of California, 1 

Adjutant-Generars Office, Sacramento, June 14, 1864. j 

Hon. B. B. Eedding, 

Secretary of State of California, • 

Sacramento : 

Sir : — In pursuance of and compliance with an Act of the last Legis- 
lature, entitled an Act to ♦provide for the support of the privilege of free 
suffrage during the continuance of the war, approved April first, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-four, I have the honor to present herewith a list 
made, as " nearly perfect as practicable,'' from the rolls and returns now 
in my office, of the names of all the electors resident of the State of Cal- 
ifornia now in the military service of the United States. 

Eespectfully, 

Your ob'dt servant, 

GEO. S. EYANS, 
Adjutant-General State of California. 
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Adjutant-General's Office, 1 

Sacramento, June 14th, 1864. | 

I, George S. Evans, Adjutant-General in and for the State of Califor- 
nia, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a correct list of the electors, 
resident and citizens of the United States and of the said State, now in 
the military service of the United States, (made up as nearly perfect as 
practicable from the rolls and returns now in my oflSce,) who are enti- 
tled to vote on the day fixed by law for holding the State election and 
also for choosing Electors of President and Vice-President of the United 
States, for the year Anno Domini eighteen hundred and sixty-four, under 
the provisions of the Act entitled an Act to provide for the support of 
the privilege of free suffrage during the continuance of the war, ap- 
proved April first. Anno Domini eighteen hundred and sixty-four. 
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Witness my hand and seal of office, affixed at Sacramento, 
California, the day and year first above written. 

GEOEGE S. EVANS, 
Adjutant-General, State of California. 
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